
 

CONCEPT HANDBOOK 
The COnCEPT platform is a collaborative design platform that has been developed as part of the COnCEPT FP7 EU 

funded project. The project aims to implement a semantically driven collaboration framework to be integrated into 

future synchronous/asynchronous collaborative design environments, to assist professional product designers during 

the early stages of the design process. In the current document, guidance to the usage of the platform is provided, 

through a tour among the supported tools and functionalities. 

1. Access to the COnCEPT platform 

 

FIGURE 1: THE CONCEPT PLATFORM LANDING PAGE 

The COnCEPT platform landing page (see Figure 1) (available at http://concept.euprojects.net/) provides the user with 
the ability to log-ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ōȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά[ƻƎƛƴέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ The user has to provide his/her user name and 
password in order to enter to the platform (see Figure 2). 

Besides the log-ƛƴ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǳǎŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ōȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ bŜǿ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘέ 
button. Here, one must fill all the given fields, select a fitting role (possible values: project manager, designer, client) 
ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ όǎŜŜ Figure 3). The new user is then created and redirected to the main 
COnCEPT dashboard page. 

http://concept.euprojects.net/
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FIGURE 2: THE CONCEPT PLATFORM LOGIN PAGE 

 

FIGURE 3: THE CONCEPT PLATFORM REGISTRATION PAGE. 

2. COnCEPT Dashboard 

Upon logging into the COnCEPT platform, the first view that a user has is the main COnCEPT dashboard (Figure 4). The 
main dashboard layout has inactive areas that are unlocked only when a project is created or chosen (Figure 5). It 
should be noted that each COnCEPT user has access only to the project that participates as a team member (as a 
project manager, designer or client). 

¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŘŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘ ƛǎ άǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘέ ƛƴ two functional views. The left pane and the right pane, that include: 
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- The sidebar area (launcher icons for the set of tools, chat) at the left pane; 
- The header area (project creation/selection/details, timeline, account, notifications) at the right pane; 
- The main working area (application widgets, quick actions, recent changes) at the right pane; 

 

 

FIGURE 4: THE CONCEPT MAIN DASHBOARD (INACTIVE). 

 

FIGURE 5: THE CONCEPT MAIN DASHBOARD (ACTIVE). 

3. Project Management 

Upon entering in the COnCEPT platform main dashboard, the user has to select a project in order to start working on 
it. In case that the user is a project manager, he is also able to manage an existing project or create a new one. 
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New Project Creation 

In order to create a new project, the user navigates to the left side of the dashboard and selects the green button, 
ƴŀƳŜŘ άbŜǿ tǊƻƧŜŎǘέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hǇŜƴtǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
management purposes. There, the user completes the required fields for the description of a new project (see Figure 
6, Figure 7, Figure 8): 

 Name: The desired name of the project; 
 Subproject of: Select from a dropdown list, whether this project is a spin-off of an already existing project or 

not; 
 Summary: A short summary of the project; 
 Description: A detailed description of the project; 
 Identifier: A keyword that defines the project and can be used as an identifier later on. Identifiers are used for 

search and distinction purposes; 
 IƻƳŜǇŀƎŜΥ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ¦w[Τ 
 Public: Whether this project can be viewed by others or appear during search; 
 tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘȅǇŜΥ {ŜƭŜŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŘǊƻǇŘƻǿƴ ƭƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ tƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ά{ŎǊǳƳ ǘŜŀƳέ ŀƴŘ 
άStandard ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέΤ 

 Also, one can choose the modules to be enabled for this project by selecting the desired tickbox and the 
types to be used. 

It should be noted that all the required fields are marked with an asterisk. Finally, ǘƘŜ ά{ŀǾŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ 
to save the project. 

 

FIGURE 6: NEW PROJECT CREATION. 
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FIGURE 7: NEW PROJECT CREATION - SELECTION OF MODULES TO BE ACTIVATED (OPTIONAL). 

 

FIGURE 8: NEW PROJECT CREATION - CONFIGURATION OF PROJECT VIEW OPTIONS (OPTIONAL). 

The user is then navigated to the created overview of the project (see Figure 9). Here, as it can be seen from the list 
on the left side on the central pane, the newly created project can be further customized. The most important 
customizations include: work package creation, timeline creation, team creation and activities overview. 

 

FIGURE 9: PROJECT OVERVIEW. 
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New Work Package creation 

Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ά²ƻǊƪ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜǎέ ŘǊƻǇŘƻǿƴ ƭƛǎǘ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ 

ǎƛŘŜ ŘŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΦ ! ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άҌ bŜǿ ǿƻǊƪ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜέ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎΦ .ȅ 

preǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊ ƛǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άbŜǿ ǿƻǊƪ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜέ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΣ ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

relevant information (see Figure 10, Figure 11, Figure 12):  

 Type: The type of the work package. Only task is supported at the current version since it fully covers the needs 

of the project; 

 tŀǊŜƴǘΥ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴƛtially defined. Autocomplete is used for a list of 

possible candidates; 

 Subject: The name of subject that the work package deals with; 

 Description: A detailed description of the work package; 

 {ǘŀǘǳǎΥ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦ tƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ Lƴ Ǉrogress, Closed, On hold and Rejected; 

 tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΥ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΦ tƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ [ƻǿΣ bƻǊƳŀƭΣ IƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ LƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜΤ 

 Assignee: Select the name of the one to whom this work package is assigned to, using a drop down list; 

 Responsible: Select the name of the one who holds overall responsibility for this work package, using a drop 

down list; 

 Start date: The date this work package starts; 

 Due date: The date this work package ends; 

 Estimated time: Time estimation to completion given in hours; 

 % done: The completion percent of the work package; 

 Also, one can add watchers by selecting the checkbox next to the desired ones; 

 FilŜǎ ōȅ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘƻƻǎŜ CƛƭŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ 

It should be noted that all the required fields are marked with an asterisk. Finally, ǘƘŜ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ 
in order to create the work package. 

 

FIGURE 10: CREATE A NEW WORK PACKAGE. 
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FIGURE 11: CREATE A NEW WORK PACKAGE - PROVIDE DETAILS. 

 

FIGURE 12: CREATE A NEW WORK PACKAGE - OPTIONS. 

Project Management Timeline 

In COnCEPT, we support two types of timelines. One related strongly with the project management activities and 

providing information for the available WPs and milestones (e.g. in the form of a Gantt chart) and one related with a 

customized timeline with information regarding selected artifacts per project (as described in a following section). 

Regarding the project management timeline, the user can create a timeline by selecting thŜ ά¢ƛƳŜƭƛƴŜǎέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 

the left side dashboard in the main project overview screen. There, ōȅ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ άҌ bŜǿ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘέ 

button the user is navigated to the desired screen. There, the desired fields must be completed with the relevant 

information (see Figure 13, Figure 14):  

 Name: The name of the created timeline; 

 Hide chart: If the chart depicted on the right side is hidden; 

 Zoom factor: The details depicted regarding the work packages zoom factor. Possible values include: Years, 

Quarters, Months, Weeks and Days; 
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 Initial outline expansion:  Whether the outline should be expanded to the various work packages. Possible 

values include: Show aggregations only, Expand level 1 - 5 and Show all; 

 Show timeframe: The timeframe to show;  

 Columns: The columns used to depict information. Possible values include: Start date, End date, Type, Status, 

Responsible, Assignee; 

 {ƻǊǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ōȅΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜǎΤ 

 Other fields regarding timeline creation are Comparison, Vertical Work Packages, Filter Work Packages, Filter 

Projects and Grouping. 

Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀǎǘŜǊƛǎƪΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ 
in order to create the timeline. 

 

FIGURE 13: TIMELINE CREATION. 

 

FIGURE 14: TIMELINE CREATION - CONFIGURATION. 

 

 


